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                                   Fully Rely On God

I AM NINE YEARS OLD!

I am NINE years old.  I love to express myself.  You might ask me something quite simple and I will end up telling you some long-winded explanation of the subject.

I am learning to work better independently.  I love to complain loudly about whatever you tell me to do, but will usually does it anyway.  I have many interests, likes and dislikes, I love getting letters, having secrets, and keeping collections.  You are not the most important thing to me right now, but I still want to do right.  I seem to worry a lot about things too.

You can help me by:

Giving me time to explore my interests

Letting me write about them

Being a good listener but not letting me get carried away

Listening to me but only believing half of what you hear

Giving me lots of projects to do.

I AM TEN YEARS OLD!

I AM ten years old.  I am beginning to get more settled down and satisfied with things. I am alert but at the same time relaxed.  You will like working with me because I really like you.  At the same time I like working with my own group.  I am becoming more sociable and you will find that you can reason with me better 

now.  My friends have a great influence on me.  I love secrets, clubs, heroes and being part of it.  Some of the things that we argue over you may find trivial but 

they are very important to me.  Boys and girls of my age like to fight with each other.  I am finding that it is fun to be the leader of the group.  Some kids in my class are very super.  They are smart in school. Some of them are good 

athletes, good leaders.  I will like to be like them.

You can help me by:

Helping me find acceptable social outlets

Being a good guide and model

Realizing that I have my own ideas

Treating me with respect and seeing that I treat others with respect also.

-from PARENTS GROWING TOGETHER

Welcome to Fourth Grade!  I’m Mrs. Patacsil and I will be your child’s teacher.  I have been a teacher for 25 years.  

I was born in Highland, Michigan on November 20.  My family stayed in Michigan until I was in the first grade.  Then we moved to Los Angeles.  I have 2 younger brothers. My dad worked as an engineer in an aerospace company. My mom stayed at home.  My mom liked to volunteer to help with service projects and I often helped her.  I attended the public school down the street.  My family loved to go camping and to visit museums.  I remember taking swimming lessons every summer.  

After high school, I went to a junior college in my area.  I took classes that would help me be a good teacher.  I loved children and I guess I always knew I would be a teacher.  At one point, in my studies I thought I would be an Art teacher.  I received my teaching degree at California State University of Long Beach.

The first grade that I ever taught was Fifth grade.  My favorite subjects to teach are Religion, Language Arts, and Art.


After years of teaching, I moved down to San Diego to attend the University of San Diego.  I received my master degree in Theology. Afterwards, I taught two years at Marian Catholic in the religion department and was their campus ministry director.  I met my husband through a parent at St. Pius X School.  I have been married for ten years.  I have a boy named Michael who is in the ninth grade at St. Augustine.

I enjoy being a mom, teaching, scrapbooking, reading, cooking, Padres games, golfing, camping, and skiing.  I like taking groups of SPX students to Washington DC every other spring.  It is a favorite trip of mine.  I do not like driving in traffic, cleaning the house, and bookkeeping!

This year, I help out Troop 1194 for Michael’s Boy Scout Troop and I am also the secretary of a Women’s Investment Club here in Chula Vista. 

When I stop teaching, I would love to travel. I would love to see places I have heard about and read about.

Since I have many more years of teaching, I hope to spend those years at St. Pius X School.  I enjoy teaching Fourth Grade and I love being at St. Pius X! I am excited and looking forward to a great year. 
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Academics are getting tougher.  Expectations are more rigorous.  Fourth grade is a special year.  Perhaps at no other stage is your child more ready to soak up skills, to become proficient.

Research has shown that parent participation in a child’s education is the leading factor in academic success.

All you really have to do is use the time that you already have – those five minutes on the way to soccer field, that restless time just before dinner – as “teachable moments” informal, creative moments that can help your child grow and flourish.

DEVELOPMENTAL OVERVIEW OF A FOURTH GRADER

From Fear to Competence

· Their need for perfection and their fear of looking bad

· They usually won’t take risks unless a climate of mutual respect and caring has been established in the classroom

· Should be encouraged to compete against themselves and not with each other

Probing Minds

· Most fourth graders want to think in depth.

· They have almost an affinity for detail

Attention to Detail

· Now is the time to introduce them to the tools of research.
· Have at home a dictionary, encyclopedia, thesaurus, and an atlas.
· Some children will embellish their handwriting.  I will introduce calligraphy second semester.  Maybe a calligraphy set might be a great Christmas present.
· In Art, they will begin to sketch or shading techniques, and will like to use pencil, pencil crayons, Sharpie pens, or pen.  The above tools all show detail better than markers or crayons.
Visual Strength

· Most fourth graders have a heightened visual sense.

· Ripe for fine art.

· Introducing different styles and techniques of different artists.

· A good time to introduce quilt making, embroidery, weaving, or even simple sewing techniques.

Time, Independence, and Choice

· They require a good deal of time to do their work.

· They like to do things their own way.

· They like to plan and to think things through to have an idea of what their finished project will be like.

· They want choices.

· They often have difficulty with time management and organizational skills.

· They need help structuring both their time and their activity.

Schoolwork

· Fourth graders learn from the specific to the general.

· They learn best through the handling of materials and tools: from the concrete to the abstract.

· They like to write and want the feedback that will help them improve both the vitality and voice of their writing and the appearance of their work.

· They are more willing to edit if they can work on short pieces or those that are less complicated.

· In math, they like to analyze the processes involved both in doing calculations and in solving problems.

· It is important that your child understand his or her own processes.

· Respect the fact that s/he might think about the problem differently from you and work it out in a different way.

· Encourage him or her to figure problems out in different ways.

· Most children of this stage appreciate the fact that there are a lot of ways of doing things.

· They will be mastering the time tables.

· They will be working on fractions and decimals, measurement, percentages, and word problems.

· Most will be doing division using one-digit divisors.

· An aspect of division that is apt to give fourth graders a problem is the remainder.
· They need lots of math practice.

· They are able to memorize the math facts they need for quick calculation.

· It is important that you encourage risk taking in all subjects,

· Almost all of the students at this grade will be reading to learn rather than learning to read.

· Fourth graders love detective stories, mysteries, and biographies.

· Give them a period of silent reading each day.

· It is still important to read together.  Share your favorite prose or poetry.
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Relationship and Emotions

· Fourth graders center their relationships on “doing”.

· An activity or goal is important.

· For their best side to show, they must feel competent.

· Highly self-critical, and sometimes critical of others, the fourth grader is fiercely afraid of being afraid or being criticized.

· They are developing a delightful sense of humor.

· Many are in a stage of marked mood swings.

Ethics

· They seem more interested in friends than family.

· They like to check things out with you, but they are very conscious of their peer group and want to love up to the standards of the group.

· They want to be responsible.

· They are working on establishing ethical guidelines and have a good sense of right and  wrong

· They talk about honesty and the importance of being truthful. 

· They get indignant when they sense injustice.

· They are now ready to struggle with some rather sophisticated social and ethical issues.

Discipline

· Fourth graders want you to remember and respect their new maturity and their new independence.

· You may be able to appeal to reason and logic.

· Humor can also work.

· Your child also needs to take the consequences for the choices s/he makes.

· I will not be helpful to him or her in the long run for you to bail him or her out or to “rescue”; him or her from theses learning opportunities.

-from How Is My Fourth Grader Doing in School? Jennifer Richard Jacobson and Dottie Raymer @2000

WHAT WILL BE ASSESSED ON THE REPORT CARD AND IDEAS TO HELP YOUR CHILD

RELIGION

· Learns  the religious truths taught

· Applies values to life situations through discussion and written work

· Participates in lass liturgies/prayer activities

· Discusses in class

· Completes assignments

· Conduct

· Effort

Student Liturgy: Your child will have an opportunity to participate in the liturgical celebrations planned by the 4th grade class. If your child is chosen to be a lector, or offers the prayers of the faithful, please support your child by practicing daily their reading.

Every quarter your child will be asked to memorize and say these prayers to me or my aide.
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Fourth Grade

1st Quarter

Need to Memorize:

1.  SPX Song
2.  Prayer of St. Francis
3.  Our Father p. 290

4.  The Beatitudes  p. 50

5.  The Corporal Works of Mercy  p. 56

6.  The Spiritual Works of Mercy p. 58

7.  The Ten Commandments p. 80

8.  Gifts of the Holy Spirit  p. 204 - 205
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2nd Quarter

Need to Memorize:

1.  Act of Contrition  p. 290

2.  Hail Mary p. 290

3.  The Law of Love  p. 28

4.  Morning Offering  p. 291

5.  Cardinal Virtues p.31
6. Glory Be
7.  Prayer to the Holy Spirit  p. 291

8.  Hail, Holy Queen p. 292
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Fourth Grade

3rd Quarter

Need to Memorize:

1.  Grace Before Meals - sheet
2.  Grace After Meals - sheet
3.  The Seven Sacraments  p. 286
4. The Joyful Mysteries  p. 293

5. The Sorrowful Mysteries  p. 293

6. Mysteries of Light  - sheet

7. The Glorious Mysteries  p. 293 
8.  Prayer of St. Teresa  p. 25

Fourth Grade

4th Quarter

Need to Memorize:

[image: image7.wmf]1. The Stations of the Cross p. 294

2. Holy Days of Obligation   p. 122
3. The Rite of Reconciliation  p. 233
4. Holy Name of Jesus  p. 112

5. Act of Faith - sheet
6. Act of Hope - sheet
7. Act of Love - sheet
8. Evening Prayer - sheet
LANGUAGE ARTS

This is a big year in reading comprehension.

Students will begin reading more complex forms of prose. They are beginning to read full novels.

READING COMPREHENSION

Your child should be officially a reader. He or she is no longer learning to read, but rather “reading to learn”

Here are three ways you can help:

1. Read with your child daily.

2. Encourage your child to read independently.

3. Help your child strengthen his or her critical reading skills.

According to one study, students who spend an hour a day reading materials of their own choosing develop reading comprehension skills at up to twice the rate of national norms.

Monthly Chapter Books: Read Aloud by Mrs. Patacsil 

· Discussed and activities will be done with the students

September: Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner  AR RL 4.0  fiction
October: Bunnicula by Deborah and James Howe  AR RL 4.2  mystery

November: Charlotte’s Web by by E.B. White  AR RL  4.4.

December: A Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck   AR RL 4.5

January: Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli   AR RL  4.7  deals with racism

February: The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo   AR RL 4.7
March: By the Great Horn Spoon! By Sid Fleischman  AR RL 5.1   setting during the California Gold Rush

April: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle     AR RL  4.7   

May: James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl   fantasy   AR RL 4.8
Advanced Reading Group:

Freedom Train, the story of Harriet Tubman  RL 5

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH  by  Robert C. O’Brien   AR RL  5.1

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan   AR RL   5.3   flees to California to live in a camp for Mexican migrant workers

Accelerated Reading (AR) Program: All students in grades 1-8 will be participating in a reading program called the Accelerated Reading Program. At the beginning of the school year, your child will be assessed to determine their reading level. Students will have a variety of titles to choose from within their reading level. After carefully reading a book, your child will take a computerized quiz (5-10 comprehension questions). You can find the complete book list on our school website, in the classroom as well as in the SPX library. Please encourage your child to read, read, and read. 
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An incentive program will be in place to reward a high accuracy rate and/or accumulated points (# of books read).

AR will be graded in the following manner each quarter. Each student will 

receive one test grade for this activity: 

85% to 100% on all tests during the quarter plus 20  or more points     A+

80% to 100% on all tests during the quarter plus 10 or more points      A

80% to 100% on all tests during the quarter plus 5 - 9 or more points   A-

80% to 100% on all tests during the quarter plus 1 - 4 or more points
B+

75% to 79% on all tests during the quarter plus 5 or more points

B

70% to 74% on all tests during the quarter plus 5 or more points

B-

70% to 74% on all tests during the quarter plus 1 to 4 points

C

60% to 69% on all tests during the quarter plus 1 or more points
             C-

50% to 59%  on all tests






D

Score of less than 50%    





F

Silent Sustained Reading (SSR): There will be a 20 minute period of silent reading each day. Students should bring their AR book or a book from home to read daily in class. 

Book Reports: There will be monthly book reports. See – Choose a Book Report. Book Report is due at the end of each month. If possible use an AR book. 

VOCABULARY

There is simply no better way to build vocabulary skills than to read and talk.

WORD STUDY

You can help your child learn English, not by drilling her or him on prefixes and suffixes but by showing them the logic behind even this most illogical language and just how marvelous words can be.

READING/LITERATURE

· Vocabulary

· Word Skills

· Comprehension

· Oral Reading

· Independent Reading

· Class Participation

· Completes Assignments

· Conduct

· Effort

LANGUAGE ARTS

· Listening skills

· Oral expression

· Written expression

· Correct grammar

· Proofreaders work

· Class participation

· Completes assignments

· Computer skills

· Conduct

· Effort

Gold Rush or Bust: We will be performing our Fourth Grade musical at the end of the year!

Journal Writing: In-class journal writing is an important component to Language Arts. Students will be able to choose from a variety of topics and will have an opportunity to share their ideas to the class. The writing will be done in one of their spirals. Writing journals are checked weekly and graded monthly. Students will be graded for effort and maintaining their journal during each grading period. 

Daily Practice: A language, analogy, math, and geography skill will be given each day in class. These exercises are done in their spirals. Daily practice is checked weekly and graded monthly. Students will be graded for effort, neatness, and maintaining their journal during each grading period. 

SPELLING

Will be assessing –

· Spells required words

· Applies spelling skills to all work

· Completes assignments

HANDWRITING 

Will be assessing – 

· Forms letters correctly

· Writes legibly and neatly

· Applies skills to all work

Handwriting will be graded on the four keys of legibility – size, shape, slant, and spacing.  Cursive Writing is used in all areas of their work except for Math and and labeling (maps and science projects/labs).

Erasable pens are allowed in fourth grade. 

GEOGRAPHY and HISTORY

Will be assessing –

· Historical facts/concepts

· Geographical facts/concepts

· Map skills

· Understands value implications

· Able to make generalizations

· Class participation

· Completes assignments

· Conduct

· Effort

FINE ARTS

CRAFTS
Will be assessing –

· Understanding Concepts

· Art appreciation

· Self expression

· Use of materials

· Completes assignments

· Conduct 

· Effort
MATHEMATICS

PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMBER SENSE

MULTIPLICATION

DIVISION

FRACTIONS

DECIMALS

GEOMETRY

MEASUREMENT

STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY

Will be assessing –

· Knows concepts

· Computation skills

· Basic facts

· Work problems

· Completes assignments

· Conduct

· Effort

Real-World Math Fridays – Every Friday, our math assignment is a project related to a situation that they may encounter outside of school. Topics that we will be covering are charts and graphs, measurement, geometry, earning and banking, shopping, eating, and traveling.

First in Math: This is a program that will be used on a daily basis. It encourages students to practice math skills at their level and to slowly move up in their ability with harder skills. This is an online program.
SCIENCE

Will be assessing –

· [image: image9.wmf]Understands concepts

· Applies principles and values

· Class participation

· Completes assignments

· Conduct Effort
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Students will:

Listen to the teacher, your classmates, and the lesson

Obey the class rules/procedures

Value your time and use it wisely

Exemplify good behavior

STUDENTS WHO BEHAVE WILL EARN

Daily

1 blue slip – Praise from the teacher

2 blue slips – super kid award

3 blue slips – Classroom reward of some kind

4 blue slips – A coupon for no homework in one subject 
No red slips for the week – note home to parents and name put in raffle jar.

DEMERITS

Daily

 If students choose to break a rule:

1st time – one red slip (warning)

2nd time – second red slip (Note home to parent and it must be signed by a parent)

3rd time –third red slip (Note home and 15 min. detention after school)

4th time – fourth red slip (Note home and 30 minutes detention after school)

Severe disruption – Removal from classroom and go to principal’s office /Call to parent

Three homework slips not signed –earns a 15 minute detention

A grade below a B in behavior can keep you off the honor roll

A grade below a C can keep you off a sports team

Class Supplies

Backpack that fits on back of desk

Pencil pouch
loose leaf (1”) paper

1 highlighter 

1 12” ruler (inches & centimeters)

eraser
2 ball point pens – blue or black

2 red ball point pens

6 #2 pencils

5 book covers

1 dry erase marker fine point any color

Assignment pad – recording homework ($5.00 – School Office)

Flash cards: multiplication & division to 12

1 pocket type folders 

2 Spiral notebooks 

Scissors 5 “ Fiskar type sharp point

1 of each #6 and #4 brush

[image: image11.wmf]1 Box of watercolors – primary colors
24 count crayons

small box of oil pastels – 12 count

1 fine black sharpie pen

white glue

Markers – 8 colors (thick & thin)

Calligraphy pen

1 large box of tissues

1 box of wet ones

NO TRAPPER KEEPERS, please
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HOMEWORK POLICY

Homework is assigned weekly. The homework pad will list homework for each day, along with the Fourth Grade Newsletter, and on the website. All homework is to be finished and returned the following day. A parent should check their child’s homework assignment pad often to see if the work is being done and see notes from me.  

1 hour a day on a daily basis with a consistent homework routine.

Please encourage you child to read 20 minutes each night. Studies have shown that if a child reads diligently for one hour each day, which includes reading at school, they can increase their reading level by TWO levels in one year. 

Establish a specific time and place – preferably when and where you’re available – for homework to be done.  Your presence will also communicate your interest and faith in your child’s schoolwork.  Most fourth graders like company and are apt to stay more focused when you’re nearby.

· Refrain from helping until your child asks for it, and never do the work for him or her.  Your best role is one of support.

· If your child is having trouble with homework or any of their schoolwork, please make an appointment with me so we can work together so you child does not become frustrated or behind in class.

· Make sure your child has all his or her supplies in one place.

· Hang a calendar in your child’s room and show him or her how to mark weekly or long-term assignments.  This s great visual reminder of how they can budget their time.

· Make up your homework rules.

How many times can he or she pop up and down to get a snack?

Is the TV allowed before, after, or during homework time?

If the homework assignment is open-ended, how long is he or she allowed to spend on it? Post them if necessary.

Expect your child to take responsibility for getting his homework home and back to school, but do not underestimate the difficulty of this task.  Make sure a part of each night’s routine is getting homework into the backpack to be returned to school the next day.

If however, a child does not complete and hand in the assignment the day it is due the following will happen:

The child will receive a homework slip, which must be signed by the parent and returned in 2 days.

Any assignment not completed and turned in after a week’s time of due date will receive a lower mark on that assignment unless that student has special needs. 
The student will receive a low mark for the assignment not completed.

Consistent failure to complete homework will cause low grades on the report card in the subject the homework is missing.

Parent help: Please help me so I can continue to help your child the best I can. 

Please use the following codes in the upper hand corner of the homework paper. 

No mark = no assistance from an adult

1 = little assistance

2 = some assistance

3 = needed quite a bit of assistance (my child needs extra instruction on this concept)

Long-term assignments:  Math facts, prayers, and projects are always written on the white board with the due date well in advance. 

Study ring:  Each student will receive a metal ring with cards attached. I will be adding and taking off various cards with information that your child will need to know. The ring is to help practice and learn various skills/information in those “free moments.” The cards are to be used in class and to be taken home. Quiz your child while waiting in line, sitting in the car, and or while you are making dinner. Be creative! 

TESTS

Quizzes and tests are to be taken seriously.  They count for much more than the daily work done in class since the students are on their own and must show what they have mastered individually.

Spelling tests are given on a weekly basis.  Tests in other subjects such as math, reading, social studies, science, and religion are given on a mastery basis.

Grades: You will be able to check your child’s grade online. Go to gradelink.com
The grading system (determined by the Diocese) is as follows:

A 
95 – 100

A-
93 – 94

B+
90 – 92

B
87 – 89

B-
85 – 86

C+
80 – 84

C
75 – 79

C-
70 – 74

D
65 – 69

F 
0 – 64

Progress Reports: Each child will receive a progress report halfway between each quarter before the final quarterly report card. 

Honor Roll: Honor Roll starts in Fourth Grade. First Honors is given to students who receive an 93% in all major subjects and a 80% or higher in behavior. Second Honors is given to students who receiver a 85% grade in all major subjects and a 80% or higher in behavior. The Principal Award goes to students who receiver an 93% grade in all major subjects and an 90% in behavior. 

PACKETS

I will be sending home packets of completed work home at the beginning of each week in a folder.  The students have two days to show the packet and note to the parent/guardian and get it back to me signed.  This is one way of communication with you and keeping you informed about your child’s progress.

DONATIONS TO THE CLASSROOM

(counts for volunteer hours)

Board games – new or used

Paperbacks – new or used

Pet supplies and someone to pick up food on a weekly basis. 

Printer ink
THEMES THROUGHT OUT THE YEAR

Major Theme throughout the year: California 

September – Citizenship/Courage

October – Responsibility

November –Respect

December – Self Discipline

January – Integrity

February – Honesty

March – Compassion

April – Perseverance

May – Fairness

June – Trustworthiness

Birthdays: If you would like to bring in birthday treats for the class, you may do so as long as they are not homemade (due to health regulations). Please have snacks ready to distribute before the morning recess by 10:15 am. Snacks may be brought in at the beginning of the day and stored in the classroom before distribution. 

Please pass out birthday invitation if only all students will be invited at school this includes before and after school.
General Information

My email address:  3pats@cox.net
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Volunteer Help: If you are interested in being a parent volunteer, please let me know how you can be of help.  I need help in the following areas:

_____  Room parent

______ Grading Paper

______ Classroom help (work with students, assist teacher, and organize)

______ Other (List below any services you can provide)

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Parent Name: ________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name _____________________________________________________________

[image: image13.wmf]Contact Information & Availability

Home Phone:   __________________________

Work Phone: ____________________________ 
Cell:  __________________________________

Email: _________________________________
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